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respective sees. This Eusebius had before ambitiously procured his
translation from the see of Berytus to that of Nicomedia, which being at
that time the residence of the eastern emperors, gave him a fair opportunity
of ingratiating himself with the great ministers of state, and thereby of
rendering himself considerable for power and interest at court. He
neither wanted parts nor learning, was of a subtle and daring temper,
a deep dissembler, and the most artful of men; and on these accounts a
proper instrument of the devil to be the contriver of the calumnies and
persecutions against our saint and the Catholic Church. He was no
sooner come back to Nicomedia than he began to set his engines at work.
He first wrote a civil letter to St Athanasius, wherein he endeavoured to
justify Arius. But neither his own flattering words, nor the emperor's
threats, which he procured, prevailing, he wrote to the Meletians that
the time was now come to put their designs in execution and impeach
Athanasius. It was some time before they could agree what they should
lay to his charge. At length they sent three of their schismatical bishops,
Isio, Eudaemon, and Callinicus, to Nicomedia, who undertook to accuse
him to the emperor of having exacted linen for the use of his church,
and imposed it as a tribute upon the people; also of sending a purse
of gold to one Philumenus, who was plotting to usurp the empire.
Athanasius being summoned to appear before Constantine, his cause
was heard in his palace of Psammathia, situated in the suburbs of
Nicomedia. The emperor, having examined the accusations against
him, was convinced of his innocence, acquitted him of what had been
alleged against him, and sent him back with a letter to the faithful of
Alexandria, wherein he calls him a man of God and a most venerable
person,

Eusebius, though baffled for the present, did not despair of com-
passing his ends; and, in the meantime, contrived the banishment of
St Eustathius, the most zealous and holy patriarch of Antioch. And
soon after, new allegations were laid against Athanasius, charging him
with the murder of Arsenius, a Meletian bishop, and with other crimes.
Constantine appeared shocked at the accusation of the murder, and sent
an order to St Athanasius to clear himself in a council which was to be
held at Csesarea, in Palestine, whereof Eusebius, one of the Arian party,
was bishop. The saint, disliking it, no doubt, on this account, and justly
apprehensive he should not have liberty allowed him for his defence, did
not appear. This his enemies represented to Constantine as the effect of
pride and stubbornness; who, being exasperated by these suggestions,
began to entertain an ill opinion of him, and appointed another council
to assemble at Tyre, where he commanded Athanasius, at his peril, to
appear. The council met there in August 335, consisting of sixty bishops,
chiefly Arians. St Athanasius, after some delay, came thither, attended